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Report on International Disaster Risk Reduction Fortnight

Government College Solan

The Department of Geography, Government College Solan, organized the International
Disaster Risk Reduction Fortnight commencing from 13th October 2025. The theme for this
year was “Fund Resilience, Not Disaster.” The programme aimed to spread awareness
about disaster risk reduction and promote preparedness among students.

As part of the fortnight, various activities such as disaster-related exhibitions, awareness
campaigns, and seminars were conducted. These activities provided students with an
opportunity to understand different dimensions of disaster management and actively
participate in knowledge-sharing initiatives.

The Principal of Government College Solan, Dr. Maneesha Kohli, graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest. The programme was designed to familiarize students with the concept of
disaster risk reduction and various aspects of disaster management so that they can perform
their roles as responsible citizens during times of crisis.

During the programme, students of the Geography Department presented a geographical
analysis of recent disasters that occurred in different parts of Himachal Pradesh, with special
emphasis on landslides. They discussed in detail the causes, impacts, and management
strategies related to these disasters. On the concluding day, a seminar was organized in which
students presented case studies of various disasters through PowerPoint presentations,
demonstrating their research and analytical skills.

The Chief Guest, Dr. Manisha Kohli, appreciated the efforts of Prof. Nivedita Pathak and
Dr. N. R. Kashyap for organizing such activities that contribute to the holistic development
of students. She also praised the research work carried out by the students and recommended
that such initiatives should be conducted on a larger scale. She emphasized that such
practical and research-oriented programmes are highly important in the context of modern
education, as they bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and real-world application.
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On this occasion, faculty members including Dr. Manju, Dr. Anil Thakur, Prof. Pramod
Kumar, and Prof. Preeti, along with other staff members, were present to encourage the
students.

The programme was successful in enhancing students’ awareness, knowledge, and
preparedness regarding disaster risk reduction and management

Objectives of the Programme:

The programme aimed to emphasize the importance of disaster awareness, especially in a
disaster-prone state like Himachal Pradesh, where hazards such as landslides frequently
occur. It focused on enhancing students’ understanding of the causes, impacts, and mitigation
strategies of disasters. Additionally, the programme sought to develop research, analytical,
and presentation skills through active participation in exhibitions, seminars, and awareness
campaigns, while preparing students to act as responsible and informed citizens during
disaster situations.

Learning Outcomes of the Programme:

The programme enabled students to gain comprehensive knowledge of disaster risk
reduction, including its practical and theoretical aspects. Students developed critical thinking,
research aptitude, and effective communication skills through active participation in various
activities. They also enhanced their understanding of real-life case studies and disaster
management practices, particularly in the regional context of Himachal Pradesh.
Additionally, the programme instilled a sense of social responsibility and preparedness
among students, empowering them to respond efficiently in times of crisis and spread
awareness within the community.

H.O.D.
Department of Geography Principal
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